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“Tx following very curious 


* ,, attention to the rules of poetic composition. “Let the curtains 
*, #rawn, and the purposes and glories of the eternal world burst = his view, and 


‘,-@an we say if they attended to any fixed. rules; and the truth is, no rules in the 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 
MILLENNIAL STAR. 


» 


ANCIENT POETRY. 
From the Times and Seasons. 


for while the common landmarks of modern try.are entirely disregarded, there 

is something so dignified and exalted conveyed fn ‘the’ideas of this production, that 

it cannot fail to strike the attention of every superficial observer. | 
Uncontrolled by the narrow limits of this earth, and raised above all sublunary 

objects, his mind soars aloft unto other kingdoms, unravels the secrets of eternity, 

lining, the dying, the organization of worlds im other spheres; the destiny of the’ 

iving, the 

other worlds, and the state of their inhabitants; the “ heaven of heavens’ 


before his gaze, and the celestial kingdom, the habitation: of thé<great “ T Am,” | 


with all its resplendent, brilliant, and dazzling glory, bursts upon his sight. The ce- 
lestipl, the terrestrial, and the Celestial worlds, with all their maggificence and heauty 
r 


are open to his view ; whilst the variqus states of ther espace inhabitants, are 
a 


presented before his vision. . The dark and gloomy es of the geparted lost are 
also unlocked, and their confusion and misery developed. Our get scems,to be 
oc 


perfectly at home among heavenly worlds, and converses ‘about ‘ eedings 
with as much familiarity as one could do about his domestic — has un- 
locked and important principles which were made known to the ancients, but 


which have been hid for ages ; ahd when we contemplate the things that. are un- 

folded, we shall be led to say with Paul, “ great is the mystery of godliness.” 
Concerning the style of the poetry, there seems to be a native simplicity—a bril- 

liance of thought—and an originality in the composition, that can only be equalled 


in the oracles of truth and. by those who profess the same spirit; and when the - 


muse of those ancient was fired by the spirit of Godjand they spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost, there was-a richness, a dignity, aid a brilliancy of 
ideas, and an exuberance of thought that ran through all their productiofis, as in 
the fascinating beauties of —_ ey rolled forth the words of eternal life, with all 
their richness, and dignity, and glory, while at the same time th d little or no 
of eaven be with- 
he dry forms and simple jingling of rhyme alone, will be very dry and insipid to 
the e and enlightened smlessaetiies of the man of God. ae 

On this subject a the following from the learned Rev. John Brown :— 
“The songs of Moses, Deborah, and Hannah, the prayer of Hezekiah and Habba- 


* kuk, if not also of Mary and Zecharias, Exodus xv, Judges v, 1 Samuel ii, Isaiah 


xxxvili, Habbakuk iii, Luke i, and the Psalms, most of Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 


| Song of Solomon, and Lamentations, appear to be of the powtie kind. But after 
es 0 


all the-pains of the learned, we cannot understand the ru f their metre; nor 


poetic composition is at once both novel and interesting, 


ying, and the dead are developed, together with the laws that govern 


; 
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just.—Go with me. 
Go with me where there's no destruction or war 


Neither 


him there ne’ér was s 
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ANCIENT POETRY, 
is render a man a true poet, who has not a proper.steck of: " 
= mind. Besides the unequalled fire and bold strokes of image: 
aN 
principle Mr. Brows is certainly 
of Mr. Smith; and ve been the preeohcoi 
may 2 r he 
| rence, even of that kind, any longer exists.—Ep. ig 
ae FROM W. W. PHELPS TO JOSEPH SMITH, THE PROPHET. 
MECUM, 
EE me, will you go to the Saints that have died— 
x better world where the righteous reside ? 
angels and spirits in | 
“ae of « paradise vast ?—Go with me. | 
oS Where the union ip'one, and the years never fail ; | 
eS heart can conesive, nor a nat’ral eye see 
See Where the bliss; and the ime the light, aad the love, 
Da... ,~ . Death, the wages of sin, is not there-—Go with me. 
Nawwoo, January, 1843. 
SMITH: TO W. PHELPS, ESQ. 
oN Se: | IMR go; 1 will go, to the home of the Saints, 
fore, hear O ye heatons, and give 
For the Lord he is and nevi 
4 
His fall not; age 
He is the same, dod Bia years Sever Gl. 
His throne is the 
‘ 


~ 


< 
~ 
> 
4 
t 
re 


t 


Otdained of old, 


Saviour 


by 


_* 
in 
. 
~ 
‘ 
. 
. 
t 
¢ 
~ > 
~* 
‘ 


his'son: 


very 


4 


43 


and the 


ate 
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which the Father 


world was of 


of 


Those 


Which was gives as follows: 
who shall hear-the voice of the Son of 


7 
what tie Will do: 
2 
= 
y Spirit elect, 
is mighty prevail. 
and plans of my will q 
1, Joseph, the prophet, 
a vision f 3 
Of now is, and Yet is 
the of 
With whom 
I came to the gospe 
4 
they who in the resurrection of the 
For ft cane antonio 
The Lord teuch' 
And vow after ali of the proofs ee 


Yea, is fallen! is fallen and become, oh, 
The son of perdition, the devil of hell 


And while I was yet in the spirit of trath, 


The commandment was—* Write ye the vision all out, 


For Satan, old serpent, the devil’s for war, 
And yet will encompass the Saints round about.” 
And I saw, too, the suff’ring and migery of those, 
(Overcome by the devil, in warfare and 
In hell-fire and v e doom of the damn’d ; 
For the Lord the vision is further, so write : 
For thus saith the Lord, now concerning all those, 
Who know of my power and partake of thé same; 


And suffer themselves that be overcome 
By the power of Satan, d my name— 


my power, and den the truth: .. 


The sons of perdition, of whom, ah! I say, 
’Twere better for them had they never been born. 


They're the vessels of wrath, and dighenour to God, 
Doom’d to suffer his wrath in the regions of woe, 
Through all the long night of eternity’ round, _ 
With the devil all of his angels below. 
Of whom it is said no forgiveness is found, | 
In this world, alas! nor the world that’s to come 
For they have denyed the spirit of God, 
After having receiy’d it, and mis'’ry ’s their doom. 


are they of the world, or of men most forlorn, 


82 » ANCIENT PORTRY. 
And I saw and bear record of warfare in heaven ; 
ae For an of light, in authority great, 
44 | Rebell’d Jesus and sought for his power, 
E But was thrust down to woe from his godified state. 
ie And the heavens all wept, and the tears dropp’d like dew, 
> That Lucifer, son of the morning, had fell ! 
a 
‘a | And denying the only begotten of God, . 
ae And openly put him-to shame in their flesh, . 
es By gospel they cannot repentance renew. 
“ae They are they who must.go. to the great lake of fire 
ee. ~ And dwell with the devil, and angels of his, 
‘eas And are not redeemed in the time of the ; 
The myst'ry of godliness truly is great ; 
and the present, and to be; 
a. And this is the gospel—giad tidings to all, 
eS Which the voice from the heavens bore record to me : 
Me That he came to the world in the middle of time, 
Ga To lay down his life for his friends and his foes, 
And bear away sin as a mission of love, 
And sanctify earth for a blessed repose. 
And purify earth for the Sabbath of rest, 
a 7 By the agent of fire as it was by the flood. ' 
The Saviour will save all his Father did give, 
Even all that he gave in the regions abroad, 
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Save the sons of perdition—they are lost, ever lost ! 
And can never return to the presence of God. . 


And which is the torment apostates receive, : 
But the end or the place where the torment began, =a 
Save to them who are made to partake of the same, 
Was never, nor will be revealed unto man. . 


Yet God, by a vision, shows a of their fate, 
: find’ ht he closes scene that was shown ; 


Agd while I was pondering, the vision was closed, : 
And the voice said to me, write the vision ; for, lo ! 


And again I bear record of hea things, 
Where virtue’s the value above all that is priz’d, 

Of the truth of the gospel concerning the just, 
That rise in the first resurrection of 


And then were baptiz’d, as a man always was, 
Who ask’d and receiv’d a remission of 


They are they who must reign with the devil in hell, : 
In eternity now, and eternity then ! 
Where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quench’d, ; 
And the punishment still is eternal. Amen. | . 
"Tis the end of the scene of the sufferings of those, 4 
Who remain filthy still in their anguish and woe. E 
| Who receiv’d, and believ’d, and repented likewise, . 
om by keeping its laws. | a 
Jesus had been, 
of his holy commands, re 
the spirit of truth, a 
y of laying on hands. on 
| their faith and their works, 
e-time, as purified gold, on 
of promise to life, aS 
as was Aaron of old. — 
church of the first-born of God, ay 
he committeth all things ; oa 
of the kingdom of heav’n, a 
Saviour, as priests and as kings. <i 
ed the order of Melchisedec, 
esus (from whom is this reward), ae a 
a fulness of t; 
As even sons of the Lord. YJ 
So all things are theirs; yea, of life or of death ; Se 
Yea, whether things now, or to come, all are theirs, — 
And they are the Saviour’s, and he is the Lord's, 4 
| Having overcome all, as eternity’s heirs. % 
"Tis wisdom that man never glory in man, o 
For the righteous will walk in the presence of God, 2 
Yea, the shal? dweil in the presence of God, ‘ 
| dnd of Somos, forever, from sarth's second birth— 
| For when he comes down in the splendour of heav'n, ' a 
, All those he'll bring with him to reign on the earth. : a 
__ These are they that arise in their bodies of flesh, ‘s Aa 
- _ When the trump of the first resurrection shall sound ; :. 
These are that come up to Mount Zion, in life, 
| saree Where the and gifts of the spirit abound. a 


that are 
the sun is 


Paul, 


Jesu’s own blood, 


by 


thereof, 
are the true 


ore mention’ | 


the 


glory 


2 


judge of ail. 


Bx: 54 ANCIENT PORTRY. 
\ These are they that have come to the heavenly place; 
, To the numberless courses of angels above : 
| To the city of God, e’en the holiest of all, 
| And the home of the blessed, the fountain of love ; 
To the church of old Enoch, and of the first-born : 
| And gen’ral assembly of ancient renown’d, 
and and fit to be crown’d. 
and his 
0B; 
3 church of the first-born of God, 
Ss its place, as the moon to the sun. ' 
* region and shadow of 
a prison, that light has brought up. 
ing afresh ; 
might be if men in the flesh. 
cunn men ; 
of God on his 
three mengures of meal, 
every bow that is subject to grace: 
These are they that reoeiv’d not the gospel: of Christ, 
ES As the stars are all di in and light, 
ae So differs the giory of these laws. 
| t deny not the spirit of God, 
As terrestrial is, from the throne ; 
ae a And the great, greater, grente n’s stars, moon, and sun. 
And thus I beheld, in the vision of hear'n, 
The telestial glory, dominion nd bigs 


ANCIENT POETRY. 


save reveal’d, in a world vain as this. \ 
And lo! I beheld the 


Almighty, supreme, and etérnal 
Where the chureh of the first-born in union reside, 
And they see as they're seen, and they know as they're known 

a fulness of glory and grace round his throne 
The celestial is one like the sun ; 


The 
stars, 

And all harmonise like the parts of a tune. 
As the stars are all different in lustre and size, 

So the telestial region is mingled in bliss ; 


To be caught up to Jesus, and meet in the cloud 
to darkness they go. 


f 


5 
§ 


They surpass all the wisdom and greatness of men, 

_ And only are seen, as has Paul where they are. 

Iwill go, I will go, while the secret of life, 

on : 

I will go, I will go, with you, brother, farewell. 


4 
= 


Which excels the telestial in glory and light, ; 
In blessings and graces, and might. 
Which is the most kingdom that is, 
From the least unto greatest, greatest to least, 2a 
The reward is exactly as promised in this. : re 
These are they that came out for and Paul; g 
Fer Cophas and ll nds of hope; 
For Luther and Calvin, and even the Pope. 3 
For they never received the gospel of Christ ve 
Nog the covenant , which Jacob once had ; 

Wher wend. thelr ots have reward. 
By the order of God, last of all, these are they, so. 
That will not be d with saints here below, | Sn: 
that are sinful, the wicked at large, 4 
| their passion by meanness or worth ; as 
promie’d, God’s wrath on the earth. 
on with his glorious crown. hey a 
of the telestial world— 
| d far and wide, 
f Every tongue shall confess and they all bow the knee. . Bs 
Ev'ry man shall be d by the works of his life, 3 
For his judgments are just, and his. works never end, F 
As his prophets and servants have always declar’d. 4 


FORGIVENESS. 


FORGIVENESS. 
.. “ Brethren, if a man be overtaken in.a fault, ye, which are spiritual, restore such an one 
in the spirit of meekness, considering thyself lest thon also be tempted.”—Paul. 


We feel the necessity of urging the to be understood as exhorting the Saints 
above quotation upon the attention of to wink at iniquity; but when error is 
all Saints, and especially of the priest- discovered, when offence is given—that 
hood at the present time, and would. they seek its removal—that they exhort 
affectionately recommend the practice in all meekness those who are in error 
| to abandon their errors, and by no means 
Offences whilst we pod saige ta peer become the reporters of those errors 
state will necessarily come, and if we abroad; but rather let charity be in 
will “act righteously before God, they exercise to put away the evil, and then 
will not come in vain, neither shall we draw veil over the tion of it. 
be exercised by them without deriving In order for the branches to 
some benefit from our experience. But be successful. in the work of the Lord, 


fear that some joreproneto magnify must not be distraéted by dissension, b 
the fault than are not toms an unforgivir Sits for, if 20, the 
= more ready to exercise the attribute of - Lord will nd¢#@indwledge them as his 
Rete onpreng than that of mercy; we fear —he will not grant them his blessing— 
p>... it is too often the case; but we would and théy will stand in the position of 
 ‘mtimate that wherever such a spirit salt tha 
. @xista, there is not that charity which and derision of all men. 
_covereth a multitude of sins; and he who Let, then, the various branches and 
_ is 20 actuated, stands in a position in members individually take this 
which God cannot forgive him, even as__principlé into consideration, an 
it is written, “If yedo not forgive neither whether they are acting 
will your Father which is in heaven with the exhortation at 
forgive qur trespasses.” This, beloved article, that the 
_ “brethren, is ‘a most serious consideration, may be upon them; 
and has a claim upon the attention of acting contrary to 
ves another A mjury w @ spirit 
does godlike act, and we pity him who their midst. | 


elt the tip And agai, if there 
= able sensation of delight that the. churches in this condition, let them 
hosom of the man that forgives— before God, acknow- 
i? >. How noble ‘tis to own a fault ! _ ledge their error and confess their sins, 
= Se Bow and divine to.forgive it! knowing that “ He is faithful and just to 


&  — While we would urge the exercise of _ from all unrighteousness. 
the principle of forgiveness, we are not Yo macht 


E SONSOFGOD, > 
. the of Jesus Christ was. 

ushered forth into the world, there was 
_ somethi i 


Te 
‘ when offences do arise, is there not a hey must be in a healthy condition: they 
om nected with 1 pmething which, wher promises, the giving of the law, and the | 
& tightly understood, had a tendency to _ service of God ”- “theirs were the -¥ 
mamour and captivate the soul of man. them (accordi 
There was a to the flesh) § was to come ; but of 
dom associated wi the nature/and' office of the Messiah, of 
a the generality of men, and even the the kind of glory that should bereyealed = 
‘ 


wits 
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God, not of blood nor of the will of the 
flesh, but of God—to be related to, and 
be the son of God. Paul says, in writing 
to the Galatians,“ Now e are all the 


to the ise.” We may here 

» what we inherit? Pau says, 
“ ye are heirs of God and joint 
with Jesus Christ 


E 


of his son yous#earts, crying, Abba, 
Father. Wherefore thou art no more a 
servant but a son; and if a son, then an 


Fak 
g 
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SONS OF GOD. 


It is an opinion that y prevails 
in the religious world, all people who 
have united themselves toa religious body, 

umed that they have “ got 
» are sons of God, an opinionthan 
which nothing could be more absurd 


have been serving God in different parts 
of professing christians, with all sincerity, 
diligence, and faithfulness, we are free — 
to admit ; but to say that all those indi- 
viduals, or all those churches were sons 
of God, would be saying that which 
i 

truth. We 


if it is. 
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58 
good, and causes his sun to shine on the 
yet he does not 
w this sonship upon all, nor intro- 
duce the whole of the human family to 
: the nearness of that relationship. 
To be a son of God is to be born of 
a or preposterous. many individuals 
*” for as many of you as have been baptized 
into Christ, have put on Christ. . . 
if yo bo then are 
Abraham’s seed, and accordi 
q y wel essings ; we 7m, which must necessarily be 
with the sons of God. if a 
God, and him inherit like blessings mar prehend 
from the Father; he is our brother, 
God is our Father; and hence in Gal. 
iv. 4, 7, it is written—“ But when the 
fulness of time was come, God sent 
| forth his son made of a woman, made 
: under the law, to redeem them that were 20 
under the law, that we mi receive 
the ye i 
are i WOUIG fail, the differ- 
ent systems of theology would crumble » 
: into ruin. Idolatry would not have an 
existence, and Mahommedanism would 
h be annihilated; Oatholicism would be no 
' more; the names of Presbyterian and 
Methodist would be blotted out; and all . 
| the different parties, whether found among 
the Mahommedans, the Heathens, or 
4 connected with ——s veryfew Ohristians, all being taught of God, 
had any idea of; would possess the same principles of in- 
hes 0 tendency to telligence; and whether in E Asia, 
the heart, expand the capacity, to give Afclen, or Amerién, they would have the 
» plans of Jehovah, ani it justifies the by the same God, instructed by the 
ways of God to man. Narrow prejudice same spirit, and led into the same truths; 
y pc flees at its approach, and and there would be but the one church, 
: eat ecperatiion hides its head in which would be the universal church of 
shame. It was a subject upon which the universal world; for if God teaches 
: the apostles loved to dwell, and Paulin one man, he will teach him the truth. If 
to the Galatians em | two churches were to receive his tuition, 
their ure from the simplicity 
Oe and if he teaches the world, the world 
, the of will be one. 
and when cont with the folly, the wish tse burns Hike 
weakness and absurdity of the gentile in the bosom of its eae 
superstitions, and the hee str elements away the “ gross darkness” with witich 
oft the world, presents a g discord. the human mind has been enveloped, 


SONS OF GOD. 59 


and spreads a halo of glory around. Samson when his locks were shorn, it is 
Hence, says the apostle, “because ye weak, feeble, 
your hearts.” P iples and f hin 
his son into .”’ Persons inci nature of this i 
i no more for he walked with God, and was not, 

but fellow-citizens with the for God took him. 


father expects from his child a filial and _ himself, and the Lord asked him, “ from 
affectionate regard; but he expects a whence comest thou?’ &c. ; evide 


5 


shewing that the sons of God in those 
him for his services. A er rev days came into the presence of and 
unto his son his purposes and d he had communion with and revelation 
does not acquaint a servant with :a@ from him. The Lord e also unto 
son inherits his fathers pro ,aservant Job and he answered said, * I have 
does not—having received his wages he heard of thee by the hearing of the ear; 
has no further demand. Hence the but now mine eye seeth thee:” in 
reason of Paul’s remark—“ Wherefore we read of the sons of God before the 
thou art no more a servant but a son, 
and if a son, then an heir ofGodthrough the daughters of men—Gen. vi. In 
Christ ;” and hence, also, the reason of fact, it is through the medium of this 
our Saviour’sremark, Johnxv—“Hence- _ relationship, that men in different ages 
forth I call not servants but friends have had communicated unto them the 
wore is brethren, and God their 

for the servant knoweth not of 
what his Lord doeth; but I have called is 


you friends, for all things that I have 


obtained revelation from the Father be- the eternal world, and enables man to 


cause I am his son. I have revealed on the beatific sight, to behold the 
them unto you because ye are hissons dignity and of God, and te cda- 
also, and my brethren and friends; tem the future purposes of J 


“ no longer Cag <u aliens, but as shall roll forth in all their majes- 


and had revelation also; because The Jews were, fe & season, 
he rev ed his Father's will unto them, under a schoolmaster until 


7 
4 
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and they were placed in # situation to when he came he took all that would 
know the mind, the will, from under his tuition— 
of God through the sonship. that long been 
distinction was, that a servant d came “ to redeem 

w what his Lord did, and a son did under the law that they 

; thus we see that a son of God the adoption of sons.” 

has revelation, a was restored, and 
thi#is the grand the heavens 
sectarians, and the Latter-day Saints and the visions of 

Take away the principle God unfolded; lig t burst forth upon 
the human mind, “and life and im- 
beauty, robbed of its » and like mortality were (again) 


saints, and of the housebold of God ;” Noah, having revelations from God, 
ing a union and relationship to understood this principle; Abraham also 
fim which nothing but the fulness of being a son of God, was made acquainted 
the gospel can impart, ay no longer with the designs of his master, he had 
either strangers or servants, but sons. revelations from God, and knew what 
There is a very material difference his master did. 
between a servant andason. The ties Isaac, Jacob, and Moses possessed the 
that bind a father and son reno are same principle, and claimed the same 
much more sacred and binding than relationship, there were also numbers of 
those which unite a master and servant. them in tob’s day, and we read that 
A father feels bound to his child by pa- when the sons of God presented them- 
ternal ties, to his servant he does not: a selves before God, satan also presented 
this principle which introduces men into 
. the presence of God, draws aside the cur- 
unto | I have revealedit. Ihave tain of utie 
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and Elijah and Moses talking with him 
the sick were healed, the blind receiv 


truth stalked triumphantly, and intelli- 
gence spread like the rays of the sun. 
The spirit of God rested upon the 
people, on the day of Pentecost, “ like 
cloven tongues as of fire;” men began 
dream dreams, and to see 
ons. Paul was caught up unto the 
third heavens, and heard things that 
were not lawful to utter. John, on the 
isle of Patmos, had the heavens o 
to him; while and revelations 
were poured upon the chure 
which led John to exclaim—* Behol 
- what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God: therefore the 
world knoweth us not because it knew 
t not yet appear w 
bet:but we that when he 
shall appear'we shall be like him, for we 
shali see hin as he is.” How did they 


in n of this intelligence, but 
the medium of this sonship, 
and the sovelation and intelligence com- 


municated thereby? What have we 
had from that time to this, but forms 
and theories—the systems and dogmas 
of men, without Or 
revelation? It is true many have 
sincerely desired to do the will of God; 
but they could only become his servants, 
come corrupt and departed, it has not 


been in their power to become the “ sons 
of God,” however desirous they might 
be to avail themselves of that privilege. 
It was not until our Saviour made his 
ce among men, that the Jews 
bed power to e sons of God,” 
and it was not till the Lord revealed 
himself from the hea 
riesthood and the 
sons; but as the kingdom of heaven is 
now preached all men may rush into it, 
and avail themselves of those glorious 
vileges which have long been forfeited 
consequence of the transgression and 
apostacy of the church. 

Cornelius was a servant of God; he 
. » and prayed, and gave alms, 
and his ers and his offerings were 

ore God; and an angel was 
sent to him to tell him of it. He was as 
good, as virtuous, as moral, as sincere 
and devout, as any man could be at the 
—— day; but he was not a son of 
» he was onl 
necessary after ety, an ue, 
and religion, that he Mould send for 
Peter to tell him “ words whereby he 
and his house could be saved ;” and so at 
the present day it will be found that 
however devout and sincere the children 
of men may have been, that it is neces- 
sary that should come to the stan- 
dard that has set up for the salvation 
of the human family in these last days: 
repent and be ,» in the name of 
Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, 
and have hands laid on them for the 
of the Holy Ghost, + ers whom 
has ordained, before they can receive the 
of sons, participate in the glories 
of the gospel, and receive an inheritance 
in the celestial kingdom of God. 


THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST. 
church of the livi 


In the renewal of the covenant with 
the children of men, there are many sub- 
jects of great interest to the Saints and 
of ble value ; but the gift of the 
Holy Ghost stands pre-eminently distin- 

i as the ea 
"The possession of this gift, which is 

e of this w 
the power of godliness, is what consti- 
tutes the special difference between the 


ug 

In order that this gift might 
imparted in its fulness, the covenan 
been renewed, for unless it had ’ 


sent forth as in days that are past, 
Lord would not have.a church prepared 
to meet him at his coming, for as he is 


unchangeably the same, and the plan of 


by the gospel.” Peter, James, and John 
saw Jesus a on the Mount, 
their sight, the lame leaped as an hart, 
and the poor had the gospel preached to 
them; sectarianism oo and bi- 
gotry stood asham pocrisy was 
unveiled, and stood 
forth in all its native | while 
) ng God, and the mul- 
| titude of systems that have originates 
| 
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salvation which he has perfected also 
being unalterably the same, it was ne- 
cessary that a church should be institu- 
ted on the foundation of tles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner stone; and as the church, 
which was built up by the instrumen- 
tality of the immediate followers of the 
Saviour, has been rased to its founda- 
tions, or, in other words, as the falling 
away has come, and the o autho- 
rity that was in the ch of Christ, 
no lo on the earth, the chil- 
dren of men have raised up system after 
system according to their own 
ings, while the gifts and offices found in 
the primitive church have no existence 
amo them. Yet we read that the 
Lord im these and offices 
“ for the perfecting of the Saints,* for 
the work of the » and for the 
of the body of Christ, till we al/ 
come in the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
rfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ.” 

Now if we ask the question have we 
yet attained to this standard, 
not,” especially when we closely examine 
the nature of it. Here Christ is set 
forth as the pattern or model after which 
his people are to be fashioned. Through 
the operations of faith, and the conse- 
quent knowledge resulting from the 
exercise of it, we are to comprehend the 
Son of God, and know even as we are 
known, as it is written—“ when we see 
him we shall be like him,” and shall have 
attained unto the measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ. 

Now for the attainment of this state 
of glory and perfection, our blessed 
right’ hand, imparted. these gifte to hs 

t » im to 
people, and appointed these various 
offices for the ecting of the Saints. 
But, says the objector, we acknowledge 
these things were necessary and were 
given, and on the foundation of apostles 
and prophets the church has been built, 

ad the superstructure has been — 
that day to the present, and by an 
top stone will be brought to crown 

‘edifice with shoutings of “ grace, 
grace unto it.” 

But in our ideas of a building, we 


alwa 
arch 
character ; 


connect with it order 
some general 
ut what is the fact of the 
case with r to the component parts 
of modern christendom; are they as the 
0 er and com 
which every joint supplieth, or rather is 
it not full of fissures and deformity, are 
not the materials discordant and unlike 
each other—an *h ous mass of 
confusion, of wood, of hay, of stubble, 
owing to the successive builders reject- 
e plan of the great architect, and 
tuting their miserable designs in- 
stead of it, until yet a little while, and 
appear, an who are not 
pared ter ble comings chell. be. 
whelmed amid the ruin of their ye 
structures, when they will seek to hide 
themselves in vain from the fury of his 
wrath; while they who have listened to 
the voice of mercy, and have come unto 
Christ in his appointed way, even as 
unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of 
men, but chosen of God, and precious, 
a t use, n 
priesthood, to offer up 
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.— 
And let us remember, that if these 
or the varied powers of the Holy 
were necessary for the perfecting of one 
Saint, in the age in which the 
wrote, the same cy will be required 
at this day, in order that we may each 
individually attain to the same measure, 
to the same fulness. se 
And what is that fulness? even the 
fulness of Christ. What gratitude 
ple of God 


for the ori il ) h me have all 
r the privi they enjoy, to have 
doubt, all while 
their faith has changed into a positive 
knowledge of the things of God, and . 
amid the gloom and obscurity b 
they are surrounded, their pathway is 
illuminated by a true light, which shall, 
if they are faithful, grow brighter and 
us always bear in mind that before 
the reception of this glorious principle, 
we were as without life, dead in weerens 
and in sins; but having been quickened 
by the spirit of God, we have become 
new creatures in Christ Jesus, and have 


* For the gathering together of the Saints.— Old Translation. 
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modern christians from the inspirations of heaven, or from men delegated of God 
as his servants, and sent forth to bear téstimony of the same, that their conceptions 
of what a prophet of the Lord would be are most erroneous; they seem totally for- 
getful that the greatest of prophets have been men of like passions witht gurselves, 

} i also, 


sufficiently proves that these false views of the servants of the Lord have at 
all times when they have been sent to the people ; men have formed false views of 
what a prophet or man of God should be, and guided by these erroneous principles, 
have lain in watch for iniquity, or anything they could possibly construe into crime, 
- and then prompted by their prejudices, have generally succeded either in banishing 
them away from their coasts, or in exterminating them from the face of the earth. 

And we regret to say that many in the present day, conceiving that our beloved 
president does not come up to the standard they have formed of a prophet, are lin- 
gering in disobedience of what they know to be truth, while Satan seems to be 
quickening their -sensibilities in the detection of error, and we fear it may be pos- 
sible for some to stumble over the errors of others, either real or imaginary, until 
their own destruction becomes inevitable. No situation is more to be pitied. Satan 
flatters them that it is their love of holiness and purity that thus prompts them to 
watch so narrowly the conduct of others; while he is blindly leading them en in 
the rejection ofthe plain commandments of God, without obedience to which they 
can never enter into his presence. And in this condition how shall they judge? 


62 EDITORIAL. 
: i ion of an ore night. ut let us, are day, 
which power must give | on the breastplate of 
way or contribute to our well- ng faith and love, and for an helmet the 
| Therefore, let the Saints remember hope of salvation. For God hath not 
us to wrath, but to obtain | 
to mind what is required of them ; vation by our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
for they are in the light while the world died for us, that, whether we wake or 
: lieth in darkness, and when the people sleep, we should live together with him. 
thereof shall cry “ peace and safety, Wherefore comfort yourselves together, 
sudden destruction shall come upon an lily one encther, oven 0 also ye 
them.” But ye, brethren, are not in do. And we beseech you, brethren, to 
darkness, that that day should overtake know them which labour among you, 
you as a thief ooece and are over you in the Lord, and ad- 
of the light, and the children of theday. monish you; and to esteem them very 
We are not highly in love for their work’s sake, 
‘ therefore, us not as do others ; at peace among yourselves. 
and be atbers fur ther | 
. that sleep, sleep in the night; and they Eprror. 
Editorial. 
; We have thought fit to publish the piece entitled Ancient Poetry, from the pen of 
3 our beloved president Joseph Smith, because of the intrinsic merit of the subject 
matter, the glorious doctrines and sublime truths which it comprises. We are well 
3 aware that the construction of the verse may be subject-te criticism, but we should 
| certainly pity the individual who would make the inequalities of measure, or what- : 
' ewer else he may deem faults, an extinguisher of the rare and sublime doctrines it 
> —_ contains. But while making these remarks we are aware of the false standard by 
which the servants of the Lord are.judged in the present day. So far removed are 
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Know they not that obedience is required before the gift of the Holy Ghost is pro- 
mised, which alone can enable them justly to discern character, and to estimate 
ight the actions of others. 

We are aware that the opinions held by many respecting the character of a pro- 
phet, would sweep away alike every man of God of whom we have a record, and 
consign them to the society of the unrighteous and defiled.—We would recommend | 
such, in order to prove our assertion, to insert the name of Joseph Smith in the 
place of that of many of the prophets of the Old Testament, so as to break through 
the veil of our blindness, and modernize the narrative, and we think they will have 
no hesitancy in acknowledging the truth of our assertion. We quote the following 
as an instance of what we mean :—And in those days, when Joseph Smith (Mozes) 
was grown, he went forth unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens; also, he 
saw a Missourian (Egyptian) smiting a brother (an Hebrew) ; and he looked round 
about, and when he saw no man, he slew the Missourian (Egyptian), and hid him 
in the sand—Exodus 2, xi. 


EMIGRATION.—We have received, much to our surprise, two copies of the following 
announcement, which have been sent, one to the branch at Johnston, and the 
other to the Bridge of Weir. 

Liverpool, 20th July, 1843. 


others of the Brethren, & would be y how many of our Brethren w accompan 
I have arranged with Messrs. John Shaw & De. of 0 
American Packet Ship to sail from that on the lst September to New Orleans, to be 
taken for £3 10s each, and half-price for Children under fourteen years of age, to be found. 
to the undermentioned scale during the voyage, and to include any 
charge for pags-up, Head Money and Provisions; and also to be taken free from the 


only the passengers to find themselves from their arrival in Liverpool until the ship goes 
into the river—the time not to exceed forty-eight hours, and to be allowed to sleep on 


35 lb of Biscuit, 21 B of Oat Meal, 10 B of Flour, 3 B of Rice, 3 b of Barley, 21 B of 
Potatoes, 16 Bb of Beef and Pork, 12 b of Dried Fish, 4 b of Butter, 4 Bb of Sugar, 3 Ib 
Treacle, 3 quarts of pure Water per day. 


pleased with the manner in which our brethren have received it, and rejeice in the 
faithfulness manifested in the extract from the letter of elder Gibson Ellwood, of 
Johnston, which follows the announcement :— 


* We have taken the of inserting Mr. Quail’s prospectus verbatim et literatim, 
a perusal of which will be amply sufficient to convey to the reader’s mind the impression 
that it carries its own 


Dean Baeturen,—lI wish to inform you that I have determined on going out to Navo on ; 
the lst with Brother James Thomson, Elder, and a few 
Broomielaw to Liverpool, and luggage to be put on board the Vessel free of every expense, ~. “J 
ee As I went out with er Pratt, in the ship Emerald, and was appointed by ; 
to serve out the Provisions and Water to all the passengers, I flatter myself that I can still , 

° t is arranged with Messrs. Shaw, and Co., that by pa 21 each of a deposit to Mesers. 
Hamilton Brothers, and Co., Broomielaw, Glasgow, will grant a ticket securing s | 
berth and ghe ¢emaining £2 10s. to be paid to J. W. Shaw and Co. on arrival at Liverpool, , 

and as a great many have already paid their deposit. Early application is recommended 

as abov 
a I am, dear brethren, yours truly, 

SCALE OF PROVISIONS : : 
| We at once denounce the projected scheme as utterly without authority from the : 

Church, and shall consider the projectors, and all that may encourage them, as 

traitors to the order of the Church, and as rebelling against the authority of the 

priesthood acknowledged by all that enter into covenant with God. We are much 


